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Planning Reference: 15NP0008
 
I write to express in principle support for the proposal to construct a single `hut on
wheels` tourist accommodation unit at Hesleyside Hall, Bellingham.
 
Tourism is a critical part of Northumberland’s economy and is currently worth £707
million per annum. Over 13,000 full-time jobs depend on the success of the
industry locally and it is our collective mission to not only sustain these jobs, but to
develop the visitor economy further.
 
To achieve this particular target and those which will follow, the county tourism
providers and stakeholders will adopt strategies which will include:
 

Encouraging more visits and especially longer ones.

     Extending the season with visits taking place across the whole year and
not just in the summer.

     Encouraging visitors to spend more locally through encouraging them to
see, experience and take part in more of the opportunities Northumberland
has to offer.

Creating a local culture, which values and welcomes visitors, where
everyone living, working, visiting and investing in Northumberland can act as
an advocate and ambassador for the county.

Continually driving up the quality of the county’s tourism offer through
demonstrating and promoting excellence and supporting businesses and
organisations to grow and compete effectively with others.

 
We believe that the proposed development will contribute to achieving these
objectives and will also add to wider benefits for the county, i.e.
 

Raising the profile of the county as a great place to work, live, visit and
invest.

Contributing to the conservation of local heritage and the natural landscape.

     Helping to create attractive places and experiences for local people to
enjoy.

Helping to sustain and develop services and opportunities for local people.



 
For the above stated reasons, Northumberland County Council’s strategic tourism
service is prepared to add its support to the application, subject to it satisfying all
statutory planning conditions and it being broadly acceptable to the adjacent
community.
 
 
 
Regards
Paul Nichol
Tourism & Visitor Economy Manager
Culture, Heritage & Libraries
Northumberland County Council
County Hall
Morpeth
NE61 2EF
Tel:
Email:

  
 

Save Time Do It Online!
We have made some key improvements to our site to make all of our services
easy to access. Now you can do everything from paying your council tax, to
reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and
click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms. 
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