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Attachments: Letter from Nigel Aiken to NNPA 18 Dec 2020 - Re 20NP0073LBC - Garden Room, Holystone Grange.pdf
Hi Colin,

With reference to the comments received form the Historic Buildings Advisor in your email of

14™ December 2020, unfortunately, we do not have any photographic evidence to show the
frieze that was present prior to the urgent roof repair works in 2019, but the applicant and
owner of Holystone Grange, Mr Nigel Aiken, has provided the attached letter giving his
comments on this matter.

Our submitted Heritage Statement sought to challenge the accuracy of the section of the 1986
Listing, List Entry Number 1371424, stating ‘Interior of dome has C.19 Baroque plaster frieze’.

The Garden Room was constructed at Holystone Grange in 1933 using various materials bought
at auction on the demolition of Haggerston Castle and not the demolition and reconstruction of

an entire Garden Room building as it stands today. Furthermore, it would not have been

physically possible to demolish/remove in one piece a 19t Century, 2.5m diameter plaster frieze
and re-erect it in a new building. The frieze which was in situ at Holystone Grange at the time of
the urgent roof repair works was (as confirmed by Mr Aiken) a type of plastic and attached to a
plasterboard upstand. Given that plasterboard was not used until post World War 2, it is likely
that the building had undergone post WW?2 restoration works prior to being purchased by Mr

Aiken and a form of plastic decorative frieze was added then.

| trust that provision of the this additional information will explain and provide the required
evidence to satisfy the Historic Buildings Advisor that the frieze that was in situ at the Garden

9th

Room at the time of the urgent repair works in 2019 was a form of plastic and not a 19™" Century

plaster frieze as referred to in the 1986 Listing.
Kind regards,

Darren

Darren Whitfield
Director

Northpoint Consulting Ltd
14 Brenkley Way

Blezard Business Park
Seaton Burn

Newcastle upon Tyne
NE13 6DS

Incorporated in England and Wales
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 18th December 2020

RE: 20NP0073LBC Holystone Grange

Darren Whitfield of Northpoint Consulting has replied to your queries and provided various
information and drawings to support the retrospective Listed Building application for the
Garden Room restoration works.

I would like to add my comments about the decorative frieze around the cupola (" the frieze ")
inside the Garden Room.

The roof which supports the cupola was in a dangerous and unstable condition. Scaffold
supports were in place to prevent it collapsing. The central part around the cupola had sunk
down by about four inches, part of the ceiling had collapsed and significant rain was seeping
into the room. Obviously, my prime concern was safety. Urgent repair was essential to avoid
the risk of injury and further deterioration of the building.

I asked the builder to try and retain the frieze, but due to the rain damage that was not possible.
However, when it was removed it became clear that it was not plaster work but in fact a form of
plastic stuck on the plasterboard upstand, in other words, imitation plaster work. When it was
removed it sat on the ground like a damp hoop. Unfortunately, given your enquiry, it ended up
in the skip with the other building rubble and rubbish.

I am not a builder, nor an architect, but as a senior QC of over twenty years standing. I have
conducted many building and construction disputes in court and in arbitration. If required, I will
give formal evidence that the frieze was not Victorian plaster work, but a copy made of plastic,
stuck on plasterboard. Also, I will ask the builders to give evidence in support, setting out what
they found and explaining why the roof had to be repaired as a matter of urgency.

Yours faithfully,
W et kazzv

Nigel Aiken = e







This is a confidential message and the information contained and/or attached may be legally
privileged. It is intended solely for the person to whom it is addressed.

If you are not the intended recipient, any review, dissemination, or copying of this e-mail and/or its
attachments is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please forward it to the intended party,
or return it to us with a note of any costs incurred.

Whilst all reasonable care has been taken to avoid the transmission of viruses, it is the responsibility
of the recipient to ensure that the onward transmission, opening or use of this message and any
attachments will not adversely affect its systems or data. No responsibility is accepted by Northpoint
Consulting Ltd in this regard and the recipient should carry out such virus and other checks as it
considers appropriate.

From: Colin Gocire

Sent: 14 December 2020 16:32

Tos Darren whicic

Subject: Garden House 20NP0O037LBC
Dear Darren,
| refer to the above application.

As discussed, | have now received informal comments back from the Historic Buildings Advisor.

The Advisor has noted that the additional information does not provide photographic
evidence of what was present internally in the way of the frieze. She has noted the
comments that ‘The frieze which was in situ at Holystone Grange was plastic/polystyrene
and attached to a plasterboard ceiling upstand’ and has requested that that evidence of
this is provided. She has also asked for confirmation as to who made the assessment, where
the frieze is now and whether there are any photos of it. As discussed, | consider that any
additional information / evidence / photographs you are able to supply to address these
points would be beneficial to your clients application.

| look forward to your response in due course.
Thanks,
Colin

Colin Godfrey, Planning Officer
Telephone:

Web: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/about/planning/
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